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1 bo e OR. 
1 Gather Son rogetber, yea ther yourſelves en, 
O nation not defired. Before the decree bring forth, 


7% 


before the day paſs as the chaff, before the fierce anger 


of the Lord come upon you, Here the day of the Lord's 
anger come upon you. 
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5 In 18 addreſs of the prop ber Zephaniah is . 
I figned to work upon the fears of his fellow- 
citizens, by a repreſentation -'of : God's impending 
judgments. No image of terror can be better con- 
ceived, or more fully deſcribed. We read, in the firſt 
place, a moſt earneſt and perſ uaſive exhortation ; 
0 gather yourſelves together, yea 
er together, O nation not debred The Nye is 
emphatical, and the ſame expreſſion, twice repeated 
in the compaſs of one line, awakes the ſoul to the 
expectation of ſome important conſequence. Then 


follows the alarming reaſon; * before the decree 


bring forth.” — The prophet ſpeaks directly to 


the point — he does not ſay, before the decree ſhall 


be made — the decree was already formed; the cloud 
| chat bote the b in it's womb was n to 


gather yourſelves 


0 2 5 | - 8 


Burſt, and overwhelm the anildy land. The ftcond 
+ {till enforces the former; before the day 

«<. paſs as the chaff,” that is, before the day of venge- 
_ ance ſwallow up the nation with the ſame inconceiv- 
able rapidity,. as chaff, the lighteſt thing in nature, 
is ſwept away by the violence of a ſtorm. The elo- 
quent writer, having thus far conducted the ſentence 
by a deautiful gradation of figures, ſpeaks at laſt in 
plain terms the dreadful truth, which he aimed to in- 
culcate; / before the fierce anger of the Lord come. 
* upon you, before the day of the Lord's N come 
* upon vou. 85 8 


Tuus it appears that Zephaniah, by FOR TTY 
tion, was. favoured with a foreknowledge of the com- 
ing evil: and he entreats his countrymen with the 
| love and earneſtneſs of a real. patriot, to avert the 
t threatened to their complicated tranſgreſ- 
ſions, by gathering themſelves together for a; . 
n. of a ieee eee 8 0725 


| al my brethren, are aſſembled on ü occa- > 
: 3 We are aſſembled to confeſs the multitude and 
variety of our offences, and to deprecate, by a ſolemn 
and unaffected repentance, the calamities and the ſor- 
rows which they have drawn down on this diſtracted 
country. from the juſtice. of that uncontroulable being, 
vrhoſe judgments, at this time. are moſt ne 
Deen | oo En on 5] 


3 is the explanation. of « our r text, and ſuch, 1 
| „ apprehend. 


C * 


5 apprehend, are the motives. whicks have drawn the 
_ preſent congregation; at this critical; and awful period. 
To improve it into the beſt:of confequences, to ad- 
dreſs your hearts, in all probability ſoftened or terrifi- 
ed by the recent judgments of the Almighty, by the 
calamities: of war, and the late prodigious devaſtation 
of the elements in the weſtern region of the globe, 
is now- the province of the preacher. Grant, O God, 
that he may ſprak with energy, with conviction on 
this great ſubject l Grant it: for the welfare of thy 
dying creatures now 19 1 en eee ot; 
e e W At 


Mr hincheeps: e e this e . 

5 our Redeemer; . unto whomſoever much is given. 
„ of him ſhall- be much required. Employ ycur 
attention a moment on the advantages civil, religious, 
and commercial, which: this nation poſſoſſes, or did 
poſſeſs, beyond the example of former times. Look . 
back into hiſtoric annals, and trace: the aſtoniſhing - 
diſpenſations of i Providence: which have. exalted __ 

country to -opulence, to empire, to. glory. Qur an- 
ceſtors, when this; Iſland! was firſt diſcouered hd. 
Roman chief, were'| found in al ſtate of | barbarity, . 
unacquainted with thoſe | ſciences: which ꝓpoliſſi and 
ennoble the mind, ignorant of ' thoſe uſeful arts which : 
ſupply the neceſſities of men, and ſtrangers to that li- 
beral intercourſe which advances the happineſs of life. 
No well - regulated gouernment was then eſtabliſmed; 
nor was life and property then ſecured by the ſanction 
of venerable laws. The command of prieſts, barbarous - 
0 T OE as 
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as that ſavage people, was the firſt object of their re- 
verence, and the ſword was their hain; Their ſyſtem 
of religion, if it deſerves that honourable name, was 

ſuperſtitious in the extreme. A blind veneration for 
their Druids preuailed; a multiplicity of Gods was 

adored; and human victims, enemies whom the lot 
of war had made their captives, or children torn from 
the maternal breaſt, were ſaorificed on their bloody 
altars. Such are the horrors of ignorance and ſuper- 
ſtition. Rude indeed as our progenitors were, the 
love of their country was ardent in their generous 
heart, and the principle of liberty, which has ſince 
glowed with ſo noble an enthuſiaſm among their de- 
ſcendants, was kindled in their daring boſoms. Their 
barren mountains, their uncultivated vallies, and their 
little huts were dear, becauſe they were Free. The 
gallant Roman found them, undiſciplined indeed, but 
valiant in the fight, and obſtinate in retreat. This 
love of freedom however, this glorious N defence of 
their country, was no compenſation, no counterba- | 
lance for their uncivilization, their internal 'anarchy, 

their ſuperſtition, and their want of government. 
There we muſt look for the particular and collective 
happineſs of a nation. And in theſe moſt eſſential 
objects . mercies m God n _— ehe oF 6 a 
— bo fo 61s it ie iat * 


en enn his chiſerics whos 2 be W - 
in the ſavage Rate, and the undeſcribable happineſs 
which is diffuſed through every part of a well admi- 


niſtered enn J wall: b compare the 
oppreſſions 8 


CP» 

 oppreflions and terrors which reign among the ſub- 

jects of a deſpotic government, with the ſecurity and 
| boldneſs which animate the poſſeſſors of liberty; then 
judge if any nation or people, fince the beginning of 
time, were ever ſo-diſtinguiſhed by Providence as the 
inhabitants of Britain ? The revolution of ſome ages: 
has improved us, from the ſtate of barbarity, juſt now. 
mentioned, to the utmoſt degree of civilization, and 
knowledge ; and,: after violent and painful ſtruggles, 
has ſettled the Britiſh government in its preſent excel- 
lent form, poiſed in the niceſt equilibrium, and in 
ſhort perfect as far as any thing human is capable of 
perfection. The arts of princes, however powerful, 

the intrigues of miniſters, however politic, have not 
hitherto been able to extend the royal prerogative on 
the deſtruction of our civil liberties. A government, 
where the commons form an equally reſpectable 
branch of the legiſlature with the nobles, and the 
king, muſt reſt on the ſure baſis of freedom. Hence 
the people acquire a ſignificance, nay a majeſty in the 
— Kate, which ſecures them protection and reverence. 
To this impartial arrangement we are indebted for the 
eſtabliſhment and execution of the wiſeſt laws. The 
poor are no longer expoſed to the wanton inſolence of 
the rich. The noble, however fplendid his birth, or 
large his. poſſeſſions, is not allowed to violate with 
impunity the rights of the loweſt individual, The 
laws, undazzled by the glare of pomp,” will vindicate 
the injured cauſe, and puniſh the proud oppreſſor. 
Hence every man may eat the fruit of his own vine 


in 1 Hence che laborious peaſant may cultivate 
B on 
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his fields in ſecurity, and, when the daily toil is over, 
may ſit in the circle of a chearful family made happy 
by his return, without the leaſt apprehenſion that the 
rapacious hand of power will ſnatch away the well- _ 
earned profits of his induſtry. The Britiſh laws, as 
they are dictated by a ſpirit of wiſdom and juſtice, 
are alſo tempered with mercy. Hence, while in other 
countries, even ſome of the moſt refined in Europe, 
where deſpotiſm tramples on the privileges of the 
ſubject, ſuch as France, Spain, and Ruſſia, life is 

forced out of the wretched criminal by lingering and 
exquiſite torments; here, when the welfare of ſociety 
demands the extinction of the guilty, the ſtroke of 
death is adminiſtered in the gentleſt manner. Impri- 
ſonments at the mandate of a tyrannic king, ſecret 
aſſaſſinations by the dagger or by poiſon, CO 
execution, familiar in abſolute governme 

exiſtence in this land of liberty. Such are ſome of 
our civil advantages; ſuch are the delicious fruits of 
that ſound policy, which is far ſuperior to the boaſted 
republics of Greece and Rome, the pride of Engli- 
men, the envy of I aud the n 

| geg by = | 
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Tuus are we blefied, Rina Providaice; above 
all the nations of the earth, by our excellent political 
conſtitution, which renders our properties, our lives, 
and liberties inviolable. But there is another bleſſing, 
in whoſe abſence the pureſt civil government would 
be extremely imperfect. The bleſſing, I mean, of 
nn God in ſpirit and in truth, the bleſſing of 

| Now” the 


the proteſtant religion. Who but looks back with an 
eye of pity and indignation. on that miſerable æra, 
| when. comſcience was fettered by the ſpivitual tyranny 
of the Roman pontiff : who, according to the verified 
prophecy of Daniel, did not regard any God, but 
magnified himſelf above all.” The holy book, 
containing the word of eternal life,” was witheld- 
by the crafty prieſthood from the laity, the ſervice of 
God was performed in an unknown language, and. 
every obſtruction was | artfully thrown to bar the 
- avenues of truth. The reaſons. which dictated. this 
conduct were obvious and ſubſtantial. The knowledge 
of the ſcriptures eirculated through Europe would: 
ſoon have ſaped the foundations of papal power; 
would ſoon have diſcovered. to the aſtoniſhed reader, 
how oppoſite to. the purity of the chriſtian religion 
was all its gaydy pomp of ceremonies; how uſeleſs 
was that ſervice in which a burdenſome: repetition of 
tedious forms was the only merit; would ſoon. have 
jnted out the impiety of paying Homage to the 
relies and images of ſaints; the vanity of interceding 
for the ſouls of the departed. i in. a fabled purgatory ; 
| the futility of auricular confeffion.;. the abſurdity of 
tranſubſtantiation, and the falſhagd. of thoſe unnum- 
bered legendary traditions, which: gave to religion the 
ſemblance of a romantic tale, but which unhappily 
were but too well. calculated to ſupport. the pillars of 
the Romiſh. throne, and to maintain: chat incredible 
influence over the opinions of men, which, it is- 
known, the Popes exerted in the night of general ig- 
norance. Ah!. then, my brethren, the faggot _ 


695) 


the wheel were employed to the moſt unjuſt and crael 


oF purpoſes, to bend the' ſtubborn conſcience, and to 


extort a confeſſion” of faith directly oppoſite to the 
evidence of reaſon. In that age of religious ſlavery, 


to doubt was the dungeon, to diſſent was death. The 


compals of a diſcourſe will not allow me to lay before 


you an hiſtorical account -of thoſe ſurprizing events, 
which reſcued us from ſpiritual oppreſſion. The di- 


recting hand of providence was clearly marked in 
every ſtep of this grand revolution. It is enough for 


us to taſte its happy conſequences. The proteſtant 
religion, as 'it flouriſhes in this country, is the faireſt 


copy of primitive chriſtianity. The liturgy of the 


church of England is a comprehenſive form of wor- 
ſhip, conceived in the ſimpleſt language, praying for 
all the wants of mortal creatures, full of elevated con- 
ceptions of the deity, and breathing an humble and 
devotional ſpirit. The church of England, imitative 


of that benevolence and charity which her God and 


Saviour has left her as an example, is now become a 
friend to univerſal toleration. No violence is offered 
to. the tenderneſs of conſcience ; ; the bigot rage of 
perſecution is for ever baniſhed. Every man may wor- 


ſhip the moſt high in a manner the moſt conformable 
to his own private ideas. The ſacred volume, tranſlat- 


ed in the vernacular tongue, affords to the meaneſt 


perſon an opportunity of inveſtigating truth, and of 


knowing what is that good and perfect will of 
« God.” Here no inſidious prieſthood pretend to 


tyrannize over the opinions of men; but the miniſters 


of the Lord, in general, are „ by! a liberal 


and | 


wt ? 


1 


and well-informed underſtanding ; ; and with what 
zeal, yea with what unction of language, yea with 
what unaffected ſcriouſneſs are their public diſcourſes 
e to n audience. | 
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4055 ard the abuſe of men! my thets * 5 the 
| Britiſh nation has enjoyed i in the moſt eminent A 


FAO the civil and religious, paſs we to the com- 
mercial advantages of this country. From a ſtate of 
medioctity we have made a rapid advance to opulence 
and. glory. . The variety and extent of our conqueſts 
ate not even rivalled by the antient Romans. Under 
Providence, the ſteady courage, and enterprizing ſpirit 
of our valiant countrymen have often checked the 
ambition of our enemies, and driven them by the 
terror of their formidable arm from every quarter of 


the globe. Our well- appointed navies covered the 
face ef the ocean, and awed the ſubjected world. The 


tteaſures of the eaſt and weſt were brought by each 


ſwelling tide into our crouded harbours. Hence the 
opulence of the nation, the enormous riches of indi- 


viduals, and that general circulation, which was felt 


in ſome degree by every rank in the community. 
Hence too the vaſt magnitude of the metropolis, the 
magnificence of our towns, the number and ſplendour 
of our palaces; and hence the encouragement of thoſe 


arts, which ſupport the poor mechanic, and add grace 


and dignity to human life. 
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Tur natural advantages of this country claim alſo 
to be recorded with gratitude, whether we confider 
the ſingular conveniency of its ſituation with reſpect 
to univerſal commerce, or its fruitfulneſs and rural 
beauty, or the ſtrength, genius, and number of its 
inhabitants, or the temperature of its air, never im- 
pregnated with thoſe noxious particles which, in leſs 
fortunate climates, ſweep thouſands in a moment to 
the grave. Yet I will not dwell on theſe advantages 
which, however conſiderable, are not of the leaſt value 
without the enjoyment of civil and religious freedom. 
Yes, the frozen mountains of the utmoſt north, cover- 
ed with eternal ſhows, would have more attractions 
for the generous mind, than the moſt delicious | region, 
where every crouches to the Toure power. 


Now of there 65 a God who 1158 above, if "MY 
be a Providence concerned ir the direction of human 
affairs; and that there is, the voice of reaſon and of 
the goſpel explicitly affirm, then is the inference 
ealy ; „we got not the land in poſſeſſion | by our 
« own ſword, neither did our own arm fave us ; but 
« thy right hand, and thine arm, and the light of 
1 thy countenance, becauſe thou hadſt a fayour unto 
« us.” We did not riſe to this ſummit of glory, we 
did not ſubdue and acquire ſuch immenſe territories 
by the number and fortitude of our armies, our plan 
of internal government was not the mere ſuggeſtion 
of human wiſdom, but thy almighty arm led to con- 
queſt, and thy counſels informed. hou haſt not 

TER dealt 
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« dealt * with any nation; oct for thy US 
66 they have not known them.“ | 


. N ow, my hentheon. a warm preſumption ariſes, 


that a nation, ſo enlightened by divine knowledge, fo 


_ diſtinguiſhed by the full enjoyment of that freedom 


b which is denied to the largeſt portion of mankind, 
would make a ſuitable return to the father of mercies 


by its love to religion, and its marked. ſuperiority of 
private and public virtues. I do not love to delineate: 
the dark fide of things; I do not love to bode evil to- 
my country; but it is an obvious truth that we are 
fallen into that relaxation of morals, the ſure: con- 
comitant alas l of too long a ſucceſſion of proſperity, 
which: was the bane of ancient ſtates. The unbound- 
ed flow of wealth, which has lately been poured into 
this country from the eaſt, has corrupted. the purity. 
of our manners; and we have plunged: in the ſtream, 
of afiatic luxury. The ſpring once contaminated, the: 
waters will be poiſoned to the remoteſt channel. It 
is no wonder, when they, who from their high ſtation, 
have a commanding influence, lead the ſad example, 
that ſuch a notorious want of ſobriety, temperance, 
induftry, and virtue ſhould diſgrace the lower orders, 
the tradeſmen, labourers, and mechanics. By a. 
ſtrange inverſion. of what is good and facred, we abuſe: 
our liberty, and degrade our religion. Liberty is made 
a. cloak. of licentiouſneſs, patriotiſm ſelf intereſt, and: 
religion a form. Inſtead of virtue behold libertiniſm, 
prophaneſs, and debauchery. Principles, the moſt re- 
Rugnant. to the bin of ſociety, are avowed and: 

— 
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publiſhed to the world. - Chriftianiry'i is boldly attack- 
ed by the deiſt, its ſyſtem of morals is expoſed as 
abſurd, and its principal doctrines as improbable and 
unſupported. Theſe authors not contented with un- 
ſetling the religious opinions of their country, ſtrive 
to rob her of her hopes of immortality. The temper 
and paſſions of the age are but too favourable to this 
ſpecies. of compoſition. And while thoſe chaſte and 
ſober: writings, which plead the cauſe of virtue and 
religion, are peruſed with indifference, thoſe pernicious 
books, which ſport with the fame and character of 
others, are conſidered as the quinteſſence of wit and 
of genius; and thoſe, which inflame and pollute the 
imagination, are eagerly ſought, and read with avi- 
dity. The late rapid circulation of a certain work, 
the production (I bluſh to name it) of an unworthy 
miniſter of the goſpel, which is intended to ſubvert 
that conjugal union, on which experience has de- 
monſtrated public and private happineſs to be found- 
ed, will be a perpetual witneſs to the licentious ſpirit 
of the preſent period. Another has made an impious 
attempt to diveſt the bleſſed Saviour of his divinity, 
and his mediatorial power; and, on the ſame level 
with Solon, Confucius, Mohammed, and the lawgivers- 
of old, has dared to place him, who is the ſame yeſ- 
terday, to day, and for ever. The liberty of the preſs 
is a dear privilege to Engliſhmen—to retrench it in any” 
degree is a delicate and alarming meaſure—but at the- 


ſame time it were much to be wiſhed: that a ſeaſon-+ 


able check might be oppoſed to this torrent of licen- 
tiouſneſs, For theſe principles and doctrines are ſoon, 
| 1 brought 
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brought ed into active life, and are the origin of 
that univerſal irreligion which is now ſo rife and pre- 
valent. . Shall not I viſit them for theſe things, 
- faith, the Lord; ſhall not My: ſoul be ee on 
« ſucb a nation as 'this i | 


5 Ts HE 1 ol antient nations lays before Fi ge 
1 * poſterity ſome dreadful examples of the juſt judge- 
ments of Almighty. God. Recall to your memories 
the ſplendour, riches, and population of thoſe mighty 
empires which, in their turn, made ſo diſtinguiſhed a 
figure on the theatre of the world. , Have. you forgot 
the vaſt domains of the capital of Aſſyria? Have you 
forgot the glory of the haughty Nebuchadnezzar, the 
voluptuous court of the ſoft Belſhazzar? Have you 

forgot that, when in the height of jollity and merri- 
ment, the ſpirits fluſhed with wine and beauty, “he 
<< lifted up himſelf againſt the Lord of heaven, the 
fingers of man's hand wrote on the wall theſe empha- 
tic words, Mene, Mene, Tekel, Upharſin ; God 

has numbered thy kingdom, and finiſhed it ; thou 
« art weighed in the balance and found wanting ; 
« thy kingdom is divided, and given to the Medes 
cc and Perſians.” And before that very night had 
| run half her courſe, the city, ſurprized by the invad- 
ing enemy, was deluged with blood and death ; and 
ſo completely levelled and demoliſhed, that, in the 
progreſs. of years, the ſmalleſt traces of its exiſtence 
were, not to be found; 3 the place where it ſtood was 
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= duſt alone: remains. of thee,” | Furn your eyes to 
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the republics and ſtates of Greece, the nurſe of arts 
and ſciences, the choſen ſeat of philoſophy. Where 
alas! have that people vaniſhed ? degenerafed - frem 
the virtues of their anceſtors, they ate ſwallowed up 
by the Turkiſh power, and nought remains of all 
their learning and glory but an empty name. Turn 
next and weep over the lamentable fiege of Jeruſa- 
lem; a fiege where the rage of famine was {b itreſiſ- 
tible, that all the ties of humanity and ws mourns f | 
were cut aſunder; and the prophecy of Moſes was 

dreadfully accompliſhed ; ; * the tender and delicate 
woman among you, which would not adventure to 

i ſet the ſole of her foot upon the ground for deli- 
« catenefs and tenderneſs, ſhall ſecretly eat the child 
« ren which ſhe bore.” Think on that incredible 
deſolation which enſued, when above a million of the 
Jews were ſlaughtered without mercy by the victori- 
eus and exaſperated Romans; and the miſcrable em- 
nant were diſperſed in every quarter of the world," as 
we ſee them at this day, à defpiſed and rejectetl 
people. But the conquerors in their turn, abſorbed 
in the moſt monſtrous vices, enervated by Iuxury, 
and grown preſumptuous by fucceis, became at length 
fir objects of the divine vengeance: A fwarm of Bar- 
barians, ifſuing from the frozen north ih ſearch of 
happier climates, over ran all Italy. Spoil; ruin, and 
havoc marked their fatal progtefd. Where is now 


majeſtic Rome? what is become of that proud capi- 


tal, the dread of nations, and the mart of the world? 
where are its magnificent ſtreets; its ſtupendbus tem 


ples and palaces; its monuments of exquifite archi- 
tecture 5 
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by urs? where is all that pomp and refinement? 
where are its ſenators, thoſe ſages, and lawgivers ? 


where are its demigods and heroes? and where thoſe 
private citizens, whoſe wealth emulated that of potent 


kings ? fallen is the miſtreſs of the world, and ſcarce 
A TY wreck is left behind. 


deity ? will the boldeſt enemy of Providence dare to 
aſſert it ? apply to human wiſdom; and aſk if human 
wiſdom, with all its boafted ſagacity, when Rome was. 
in the meridian of its glory, could have foreſeen ſo 
mournful a revolution. It is worthy of obſervation, 
that God never puniſhes a nation till it is irreclaim- 
ably loſt to virtue and religion. This appears to have 
been the unchangeable ſcheme of Providence; and it 
is conſiſtent with infinite juſtice. Men are not always. 


corrected in the preſent life, becauſe a ſtate of future 


retribution is appointed for individuals. But empires, 
as they have no exiſtence beyond time, muſt be chaſe 
tifed, if at. all, in this DN —— world. 


W Britiſh. nation 1 to init a leſſon of 


5 e from ſuch aweful examples ; ought to derive 


inſtruction. from theſe recorded events. Great, as I 
have faid before, great are our privileges, great are- 
our opportunities for knowledge and experience. But: 


as we have trod in the footſteps of other empires leſs. 


enlightened, the dangers which threaten this ſeeming- 
: he devoted country are. more boundleſs and terrible. 


Ah FRY n the effect of blind n 
and not produced by the decrees of an over-ruling. 
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Far be it from me to. intimidate your. minds by 
tinging them with ſuperſtitious fears. My aim is to 
mould them into proper ſentiments of our en. 


not to oppreſs them n vain alarms. 


* 
J 


Tun forious dbleryer would dc to ſuppoſe that 
the great God was meditating ſome important tranſ- 
action to take place at this criſis, as a warning to the 
ſons of men. The flames of war are kindling in moſt. 
parts of the earth. The ambitious potentates- of 
Europe are ruſhing to the dire contention. The Ame- 
rican world is a ſcene of deſolation ; and the eaſt, 
where the humanizing virtues are ſacrificed to avarice, 
is ſtained with blood. Repeated ſhocks of earth- 
quakes have been felt in various places. And oh! 
what language ſhall I find to deſcribe the horrors of 
thoſe tremendous hurricanes, which, like a ſecond de- 
luge, have ravaged our. weſt-India ſettlements. How. 
ſhall I paint the relentleſs fury of the elements, 
which combined, as it were, to ſweep away the living 
from the face of the earth ! how ſhall 1 depict the 
tempeſtuous ſea, ruſhing in mountainous waves over 
the towns, the land and its produce, and defacing in 
a moment all the beauteous works of induſtry, the 
hopes of the laborious farmer, and the ſanguine proſ- 
pects of the merchant ! Hence .nakedneſs, hunger, 
and beggary : hence the deſtruction of reſpectable 
families, and the loſs of ſeveral thouſand lives. 0 
empire of Britain, . two things are come upon thee, . 
c who ſhall be ſorry for thee ? deſtruction and deſo- 
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ce Hadi the famine and the ſword ; by whom thall 
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Wan of itſelf, my brethren, unconbekbse with 


otlitr: calamities, is a ſufficient evil. Then it is 


« that the land mourns, and the pleaſant places of 


1 the wilderneſs are dried up.“ Then it is that 
« Rachel weeps for her children, and will not be 
* comforted, becauſe they are not.” How' many 4 
firm patriot, whoſe talents might have ſhone in the 


cauſe of liberty; how many a hero, whoſe valour 
might have preſerved his country ; how many a ten- 


der ee torn from the embrace of a beloved 


wife; how many a father, ſeparated from the dear 
objects of his affections; how many a youth, deplored 


by his mourning parents, with virtues ripened on his 


blooming head, have been mowed down by the iron 


hand of unſparing war! Oh, thou ſword of the 


« Lord, how wy will it be e'er thou be quiet ? 
. ou: yt up into thy ſcabbard, reſt and be 


us crying « Si ve! individyits are the grand ori- 
lo of theſe calamities. Lay it to heart, my breth- 
ren, lay it to heart; and let it produce that ſincere 
and general reformation, which yet may ſave this 
country, and ſtop the deſtroying angel whoſe ſword 
is now extended over the land. Rend your hearts, 
« and not your garments.“ When Jonah cried : yet 


8 . _— and Nineveh ſhall be deſtroyed; the 
| 1 people 
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NPY of Nineveh «believed in-Goda proclainied! a2 
« faſt, and put on ſackcloth, from the greateſt den 
« to the leaſt; for, ſaid they, who can tell if God 
e will -repent, and turn away from his fierce: anger, 
« that we periſh not. Let us then, my dear bret - 
ren, and fellow- citizens, if we reverence the majeſty” 
of heaven and earth; if we are, attached to the.goſ-+ 
pel of Jeſus Chriſt; if we have a ſpark; of puhlie 
virtue; if we love our country, our relatives, and 
oburſelves; let us give a bright example to the reſt af 
the world, by a ſerious repentance, and a Fe 


ral virtues, may charity, benevolence, ei 3 ;nG 
tice, temperance, and, honeſty fouriſh: among us to 
the lateſt generations. May inteſtine difſenflions; and 
party rage fink to their native bell ; and: _— 
monious concord bleſs the empire through all its 
connexions. And thou, O peace ſerene, too Tow = 
alas! eſtranged. and, baniſhed from this weeping 
realm, return, at laſt return, and bring in thy ſmil- 
ing train ſweet plenty, domeſtic ben Ng, and public 
joy. And, by the favour and the grace of God, may 
we behold a realization: of thoſe dleſſings / which the 
Pſalmiſt has enumerated as attendant on a raligiaus 
people; · that our ſons, may grow up as the young 
«« plants, and that our daughters may be 2g the 
4 poliſhed corners of the temple; that our garners 
* may be full and plenteous with all manner f 
4 ſtore; that our ſheep may bring forth thoulands, 
sand ten thouſands in our ſtreets ; that our oxen 
may 
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may be ſtrong. to labout'y- that there be no de- 
cay, no leading into captivity, and no complain- 
ing in our ſtreets. Happy are the people that 


are in ſuch a caſe; yea bleſſed are the people 


Who have the Lord for their God.” 


_ — - * 


Bs 
Be 


__ — 
. 


—. 


